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Abstract 

This digital exhibit features historical cartographic material and ephemera from the Map and Data 
Centre of Western Libraries and exemplifies how these materials can be used to discuss, examine, 
and explore issues or events in history such as the effects of colonialism and the evolution of 
borders, land designations, and industries through the use of primary source material. It also serves 
to exemplify the various tools and layouts of StoryMaps, a beneficial ArcGIS tool for showcasing 
collections, exhibits, and information.  

Rhodesia was a landlocked region located in Central Africa, named after the British Colonial 
administrator Cecil Rhodes, a mining magnate and politician, by the British South Africa Company 
in the 19th century. Before colonization, this land was loosely known as Northern and Southern 
Zambezia, after the Zambezi River that ran through the two regions. With colonization the river's 
natural divide created Northern Rhodesia which eventually became Zambia in 1964 and Southern 
Rhodesia which later became Zimbabwe in 1980. Postage stamps and maps from these eras of 
colonization capture the British ownership over the region and exemplify the developments in the 
region as it gained independence from British occupation. 

 

[Access at: https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/99aacdb9b578405ea1daa852206c12ef] 


