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Announcement 

Nineteen sixty-nine. Inaugural ACML[A] Bulletin. Page two (of two). The Directory of Canadian Map 
Collections, compiled by Joan Winearls and Yves Tessier, would be bound and retail at $1.00 for 
ACML[A] members and $2.00 for non-members.1 The members of the Association of Canadian 
Libraries ACML, established two years earlier in 1967, felt it was important “to have a directory of 
the main [map] collections as soon as possible.”2 Arranged by province, city, and institutions listed 
alphabetically, the first edition of the Directory of Canadian Map Collections is a foundational 
collaboration.3  Once published, it provided detailed bearings for researchers, and the public when 
navigating the Canadian map collection landscape. The directory would continue to be useful for 
researchers and the public throughout the 1970s, 80s and 90s – as another six editions followed.4 

The 1969 directory also serves as a reflective articulation of perceived spaces.5 One of the earliest 
collaborative projects among a young boomer(ing) profession of map librarians. The directory 
delineates eighty-seven layered (horiz.) and draped (vert.) map collections. Steel and wooden 
cabinets of various finishes and a litany of producers. Hamilton, Burrowes, Planhold, Cole, Harco, 
Arclight, Roneo, Office Specialty, and Steel Equipment Co.6 

Map collection reporting swings from sub-collections within larger archives, like Xavier College 
(now part of Cape Breton University) in Sydney, Nova Scotia. This collection was curated by sister 
Margaret Beaton (archivist) and sister Rita MacInnis (librarian). The Collection is listed as having 
10 atlases, 2 globes, and some aerial photos. Out through the other side of the prism in Ottawa, 
the Map Division of the Public Archives of Canada. Staff included I.E. Layng (head), along with five 
professional, four clerical, and three support staff. The holdings included 450,000 sheets, 300,000 
archival sheets, 1,500 atlases, 500 books, 1,000 microfilms, and surprisingly - four globes. 

Benchmark and the Summer of Twenty-Twenty-Six 

By establishing a detailed spot height, the directory facilitates the historical tracing of map 
collections that still maintain a footprint within the library, those transferred to off-site storage, 
along with other institutional confections involving mergers with special collections and archives. 

https://openjournals.uwaterloo.ca/index.php/acmla/issue/view/41
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The directory is also a memorial, des cartes invisibles, of map collections that were neglected into 
disappearance. 

This past summer I was fortunate to visit three map collections in person. The University of 
Victoria (UofVic), Simon Fraser University (SFU), and University of British Columbia (UBC). All 
three have a publicly accessible footprint available to the community during library hours. 

 

UofVic’s current configuration has been consolidated on the first floor of the Mearns - McPherson 
Library. The collection contains 68,000 map sheets and is close to the reference desk. By all 
accounts, the collection has been asked to show the value and use of spatial materials. Perhaps I 
witnessed the collection’s last open library configuration before it is sifted into storage? In 1969, 
the collection was nestled within the geography department, had a map librarian (Frances Gundry), 
one professional, one clerical staff and contained 9,400 sheets.7  

In the 1969 directory section, Contemporary Map Coverage8 it was noted that the SFU map 
collection specialized in British Columbia (as one would expect), but also, Africa. This initial 
geographic scope still echoes, intact on the 2nd floor of the W.A.C. Bennett Library. Including an 
impressive set of historical topographic maps of many African countries.  

Thirty kilometers east, as the (very—close) Euclidean crow flies, the UBC map collection holds 
court in the Walter C. Koerner Library. It is not so much a single footprint as a map cabinet 
archipelago that melodically draws one, sweet as honeycomb,9 toward a serene doppelganger of 
atlases, ironically being held up by shelves. UBC, like many academic institutions, had multiple map 
collection spaces in 1969. Including the Department of Geography (41,130 sheets), the Library’s 
Map Division (55,000 sheets) and the (still intact) Special Collections Division (1200 very important 
sheets).10 

Map Collection Carto Rig 

The directory is also a vibrant reminder of late 1960s map reproduction methods. Photographic, 
xerox, photostat, white-print, ozalid, diazo, thermox, and (UofT only) 35mm slides and polaroid 
transparencies. The directory also lists access points to over sixty light tables. Whose penciled 
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echoes of base map compilation through acts of tracing still linger in map collection memories. 
Alongside the table lumineuse, stereoscopes, pocket lenses, the scaling movements of pantographs, 
Goodkin cameras, Kargl enlarging devices. Appareils de réduction ou d’aggradissement: Map-o-
graph, and Sketch-Master, detailing late 1960s enhanced viewing scaling drawing options.  And 
yes, a reminder of the once numerous and in-house repair facilities for edging, backing & facing. 

To sum, no other document in the entirety of human history captures the Canadian map collection 
terrain operating in the lee of Expo 67.11 

Nouveau Directory? 

Bien oui, c'est logique. This is not a clarion call to action, or a gentle push to get on the map.12 Rather 
a caution, to still the urge, to leap back into the production of another online landing page of 
alphabetized links pointing to institutional map collections. Even if continuously updated by 
regional managers, once a user leaves the stability of a well-crafted webpage, they are cast adrift 
into a maze of localized unevenly structured LibGuides. Even a well-intentioned, interactive, 
clickable, zoom/pan web map eventually becomes temporarily constrained in yet another ArcGIS 
Online instance with ever shorter shelf lives beneath sunsetting days.  

What would this directory look like? Ideally, a Coach House13 published, Monotype Dante on acid-
free archival Finch Vanilla.14 Librarians, exercising some preserved bookshelf building agency, can 
add a copy to the physical, reinforcing longstanding localized collections. However, printed and 
bound directories requiring a colophon are precarious in this current austere climate. So is there 
leeway, fifty-seven years later for a self-contained, well-organized, in-depth directory of Canadian 
map collections?15 A directory designed by an assemblage of curators, drawing upon communal 
experience, and availing themselves with surveys, questionnaires, follow-ups, and ongoing 
editorial replenishment. 

A directory that details institutions still expensing on space, labour, collection budget and any 
associated online repositories for digital reproductions. A thoughtful document with descriptions 
of each map collection. Depictions that celebrate longevity by pressing prose into poetry and 
blending in ekphrasis. Comparable to the entries of another 1969 classic, Book of Imaginary Beings, 
by Borges and Guerrero. Where maps, and their containers, become Leveler[s] (bodendrücker). Ten 
times the girth of an elephant, flattening out and tamping the ground.16 All this heft, compressed 
into an online Pressbook that offers structured information, like the 1969 directory, but can also 
be converted to a spreadsheet, and/or printed as a plain pdf. 

Collaborations - Map Associations and Nord/North  

The recent presidential message from the Western Association of Map Libraries (WAML) noted 
that a group is working to reimagine the Online Guide to U.S. Map Collections.17 Imagine two 
longstanding associations researching, designing, and publishing updated directories (ACMLA for 
Canada, WAML for the United States at the same time?18  

The question arises. Is there enough time and space with the ever-decreasing labour institutions 
devote towards print map collections? How many professional librarians have a percentage of their 

https://pressbooks.com/
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time directed toward the physical map collection. Time enough to knowledgeably answer 
questions about institutional holdings?19  

To maximize time, this would be an opportunity for both associations to engage in creative and 
imaginative conversations around collaborations that coordinate the long-term retention of 
printed maps. Recent work conducted through North/Nord and the COPPUL SPAN Phase 6 
Working Group has centered on creating accurate inventories of participating library map 
collections. The work has also involved the identification of map collections that will commit to 
long-term retention, and storage of maps and ariel photographs in stable environments.20 This can 
only happen if library directors sign off on agreements, that state (in effect), that the map 
collection, wherever they may reside, will serve as an archive(esque) active fonds21 for historically 
significant spatial materials. 

Collaborations - Sustainable Map Collection Future? 

The 2026 article by Kathleen Weessies "Pursuing Map Collection Collaboration: A Research 
Agenda" (Journal of Map & Geography Libraries), begins by stating that map collection 
collaborations are not new, and lists the conclusions of a report exploring the idea of deepening 
collection collaboration among Big Ten Academic Alliance (BTAA) libraries.22 

• Extend the reach of materials available to users beyond those available at one library. 
• Make management more efficient (sharing costs, responsibilities, and expertise). 
• Coordinate collections above individual library level. Allows individual libraries to specialize 

and contribute more extensively within a defined network of responsibilities. 
• Collaboratively steward the scholarly and cultural record. 

Weessies’s detailed road map for multi-institutional collaborations is followed by a cautionary one. 
Reminding us that the sustainability of a collaboration is not a given.23 Time erodes, once resourced 
relations, through precarity, career shifts, retirements and positions un-filled. As a result, it does 
not take long for cross-institutional knowledge to be lost. 

Collaborations - Map Collections in the Aggregate  

To help ensure map collection collaborations continue, work must be coordinated at a national 
and/or regional level (North/Nord) insuring essential ongoing nodes are in place. For example, 
there will need to be a repository for long-term retention agreements (LTRAs). The development 
of templates and best practices for constructing foundational LTRAs. A stipulation that map 
collections are not required to be catalogued to be part of a LTRA. However, libraries must commit 
to conducting inventories that other map collections and future curators can check against. 
Inventories allow curator led collections to organize on-the-fly (what stays, what moves).   

As Bindy notes “the absolute bedrock of any collaborative work will be the emphasis on accurate 
and trustworthy inventories.24 Most critically, academic libraries with large and/or highly 
specialized map collections must step forward as a print/paper map version of a trusted digital 
repository (TDR). This would be informed by institutional capacity, collection strengths, 
preservation facilities, metadata quality, access services, and expanded map collection 
development policies that precisely note the geographic scope of the collection's long-term 

https://northnordsharedprint.ca/national-topographic-series-maps/
https://waml.org/waml-information-bulletin/volume-53-number-2/building-a-distributed-shared-print-archive-of-western-canadian-topographic-map/
https://waml.org/waml-information-bulletin/volume-53-number-2/building-a-distributed-shared-print-archive-of-western-canadian-topographic-map/
https://northnordsharedprint.ca/about/
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stewardship commitments.25 This would create an anchored multi-institutional map collection of 
geo-focused strengths, within a network of officially recognized spaces. Map collections in the 
aggregate. 

Advocacy and the Working Fonds  

Curators of active map collections do not need to wait until they are part of a future cross 
institutional collection development Collaboratory. There is nothing stopping a curator from 
immediately engaging in advocacy by building and promoting services that open the cabinet 
drawers and place maps into the hands (and minds) of new audiences that contributes to ongoing 
map collection use.26 

For example, over the past five years, the William C. Wonders Map Collection has crafted 
collection engagement tours, workshops, and displays that situate the collection of printed maps, 
and their containers, through various thematic lenses. In 2022, we began conducting map library 
tours that drew upon Henri Lefebvre’s production (conceived, perceived and lived) of space. In 
2023, in-person workshops were added that placed maps under the gaze of hauntology. In 2024, 
the display Amiskwaciwâskahikan / ᐊᒥᐢᑲᐧᒋᕀᐋᐧᐢᑲᐦᐃᑲᐣ / Edmonton area and beyond 5000+ years 
of history was launched as part of Geography Awareness week. In May of 2025, the staff utilized 
the tops of 31 map cabinets to curate Map a-day-in May (a thirty-one cabinet display), focusing 
on Women in Cartography. This past year two Terracotta True Scale: Deep Time, Maps and Spatial 
Literacies workshops have been developed to pause (if for an hour) the online, virtual gis, ai (now 
si) activities. There is a need for more in-person haptic emersions, to slow apace while teaching 
spatial literacies using printed maps in the physical map collection space. 

Ongoing advocacy (starting now) shows administrators a willingness to collaboratively promote 
and refine map collections resulting in both greater use and a reduced footprint, potentially saving 
collections from being “shuttered” entirely.27 

Advocacy a Desire Path 

There is a quiet movement underfoot. A desire path that involves the static (electricity included) 
physical past that illuminates a falsifying present. In a time of digital isolation, there is a need for 
the tactile of experiencing conceived artifacts within their perceived space (maps and containers). 
To create lived experiences that remind individuals that while all print maps lie, the inks locked 
within cellulose lay bare an unalterable truth.28 As Candace Fujikane notes, these "colonial math 
metrics" (prairie settler geographies) can be centred as evidence for decolonial work.29 

Advocacy is exemplified in the 2025 publication of "the library of lost maps" by James Cheshire. 
Chapter after chapter draws out the importance of retention work, even when it presents as dusty 
old maps rolled up at the back of a map cabinet drawer.30 The book, focused on a single map 
collection, compels a curator to direct their expertise and passions to raise the appreciation among 
students on campus. To quote James Cheshire, 

“What I’ve concluded is that the only people that are going to save [map collections] are students 
and getting students excited and engaged about it and saying ‘Oh, we want to go back into the 

https://openjournals.uwaterloo.ca/index.php/acmla/issue/view/624/376
https://openjournals.uwaterloo.ca/index.php/acmla/issue/view/624/376
https://openjournals.uwaterloo.ca/index.php/acmla/article/view/6016
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TRHOnXo92I1S0e-ZyFgSDnysmgNe869axpsP6q5DcVU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TRHOnXo92I1S0e-ZyFgSDnysmgNe869axpsP6q5DcVU/edit?usp=sharing
https://news.library.ualberta.ca/blog/2025/07/07/map-a-day-in-may-a-thirty-one-cabinet-display/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R3FLLt4vMOf-MrOszrJ_0jekEzC8BUrz3M4TivTLCBc/edit?usp=sharing
https://ualberta.libcal.com/event/3979019
https://ualberta.libcal.com/event/3979019
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map library. We want to look at these things. We want to do stuff.’ That is the only way… people 
will then listen [to] preserving these spaces.31 
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