AOA Counsel Tom Eichhorst Visits U. de M.

University of Montreal School of
Optometry students and faculty re-
cently attended a lecture by Thomas
E. Eichhorst, Counsel of the Amer-
ican Optometric Association and
Director of the AOA Office of Legal
Affairs.

Representatives of the Canadian
Association of Optometrists, the
Order of Optometrists of Quebec
and the Professional Association of
Optometrists of Quebec were also in
attendance at the November 6, 1981
lecture.

Dr. Claude Beaulne, as School of
Optometry Director welcomed Mr.
Eichhorst, M.A., J.D., applauding
his distinguished career and public
service.

In his remarks, he noted Mr.
Eichhorst has held the office of As-
sistant Attorney General of Mis-
souri, on the staff of former At-
torney General (now U.S. Senator)
Thomas F. Eagleton. As former
President of the Young Democrats
of Metropolitan St. Louis, he re-
ceived strong St. Louis endorsement
during his candidacy as State Repre-
sentative. Mr. Eichhorst’s extensive
background in politics later pre-
pared him for a teaching role in Po-
litical Science at the University of
Missouri.

Acknowledging Dr. Beaulne’ in-
troduction, Mr. Eichhorst drew par-
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ticular attention to the close ties that
have always existed between mem-
bers of the profession of optometry
on both sides of the border and con-
veyed the greetings of the American
Optometric Association.

In his opening remarks, Mr.
Eichhorst emphasized the impor-
tant health service role of optometry
and the pride which optometrists
may rightfully take in their skilled
contribution. The optometrist is a
primary health care provider, he
said, whose services, when made
readily accessible to the public, are
both most economic and efficient.

Mr. Eichhorst discussed several
trends in U.S. optometry, notably
changing public attitudes and the de-

velopment of third party vision care.
He said the emergence of informed
consumers is a positive development
underlining their right to participate
in decision-making processes con-
cerning prescribed treatment. With
respect to the trend of third party
vision care, he said optometry must
be prepared to meet this expanding
area of sponsored employee
benefits.

He also drew attention to the in-
creasing trend in the U.S. whereby
optometrists accept employment
with a company or corporation, rais-
ing the question of possible outside
influences on professional
judgement.

Mr. Eichhorst outlined certain is-
sues on the involvement of the
Federal Trade Commission in Op-
tometric services including the re-
cently required release of prescrip-
tions to patients.

In his concluding remarks, Mr.
Eichhorst emphasized that every op-
tometrist must strive to develop and
maintain a professional rapport with
the optometric patient and to con-
stantly apply every facet of op-
tometric knowledge and practice.

Ben V. Graham, O.D., Ph.D.

M. Tom Eichhorst, conseiller juridique de I’AOA,
rend visite a la Faculté d’optométrie de I’U. de M.

Les étudiants et le corps ensei-
gnant de la Faculté d’optométrie de
I'Université de Montréal ont récem-
ment assisté a une conférence de M.
Thomas E. Eichhorst, conseiller ju-
ridique de I’American Optometric
Association et directeur du conten-
tieux au siege social de cet
organisme.

A cette occasion, soit le 6 novem-
bre 1981, on comptait également des
représentants de I’Association cana-
dienne des optométristes, de I’Asso-

ciation professionnelle des optomé-
tristes du Québec et de I'Ordre des
optométristes du Québec.

Le Dr. Claude Beaulne, en sa qua-
lité de doyen de la Faculté d’optomé-
trie, a souhaité la bienvenue a M.
Eichhorst, M.A., I.D., et I'a pré-
senté en faisant état de sa presti-
gieuse carriere et de ses états de
service dans le secteur public.

Ainsi, il a signalé que M. Eich-
horst avait occupé le poste de procu-
reur général adjoint du Missouri,

membre du personnel de 'ancien
procureur général (aujourd’hui sé-
nateur américain), M. Thomas F.
Eagleton. En sa qualité d’ancien
président des jeunes Démocrates du
St. Louis métropolitain, il a recu un
fort appui de la population de cette
ville lorsqu’il s’est porté candidat au
poste de représentant de I’Etat. Les
antécédents de M. Eichhorst en po-
litique I'ont préparé a éventuelle-
ment assumer le role d’enseignant
en science politique a I'Université
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du Missouri.

Lorsqu’il a remercié le Dr.
Beaulne de ses bons mots, M. Eich-
horst a souligné en particulier les
liens qui existent depuis toujours en-
tre les membres de la profession de
I'optométrie des deux cOtés de la
frontiere et il a transmis les saluta-
tions des membres de I’American
Optometric Association.

M. Eichhorst a ensuite entamé sa
conférence en mettant ’accent sur le
role important que joue 'optomé-
trie dans les services de santé et sur
la fierté professionnelle que les op-
tométristes en retirent, a juste titre
d’ailleurs. L’optométriste dispense
un service de santé de premicre
ligne, service treés économique et
trés efficace lorsque la population y
a facilement acces.

M. Eichhorst a parlé des diverses

tendances de l'optométrie aux E.-
U., notamment le changement d’at-
titude de la part de la population et
la mise en place de soins de la vision
au tiers. Il a ajouté que le fait que le
consommateur soit de plus en plus
éclairé était un pas dans la bonne
voie, soulignant que la population a
le droit de participer a la prise de
décisions en maticre de traitements
d’ordonnance. Puis, revenant a la
tendance relative aux soins de la vi-
sion au tiers, il a déclaré que I'opto-
métrie doit étre disposée a relever le
défi que lui pose ce nouveau genre
d’avantage social offert aux
travailleurs.

Il a aussi attiré I’attention sur une
autre tendance qui se manifeste de
plus en plus aux E.-U., en vertu de
laquelle des optométristes acceptent
un emploi aupres d’une entreprise

ou d’une société, ce qui souleve la
question de la possibilité d’influen-
ces extérieures sur le discernement
professionnel.

M. Eichhorst a souligné certaines
questions concernant les travaux de
la Federal Trade Commission in Op-
tometric Services, y compris celle de
la remise des ordonnances aux pa-
tients, qui est récemment devenue
obligatoire.

En terminant, M. Eichhorst a in-
sisté sur le fait que tout optométriste
doit s’efforcer de nouer et de main-
tenir des liens professionnels avec
ses patients et d’appliquer constam-
ment toutes les facettes de ses con-
naissances de I'optométrie et de
I’exercice de la profession.

Ben V. Graham, O.D., Ph.D.
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ERRATUM

In our last issue, we announced the
appointment of Dr. Jacob Sivak to
the position of Associate Director,
School of Optometry, University of
Waterloo. In so doing, we inadver-
tently identified Dr. Sivak as an As-
sociate Professor. He is, in fact, a full
Professor and we apologize for this
error and any embarrassment it may
have caused.

March/mars 1982



Adjusting the joint angle Adjusting the joint angle

a job that is perhaps so much a part of the optical something our technical experts began giving
practitioner’s daily routine that we (and this has always considerable thought to and they came up with an
been the case) hardly ever give it a thought. idea that seemed worth patenting. The patent is

meanwhile pending.

Adjusting the joint angle

although in practice a necessary process involving

Silhouette Inclimatic

careful pulling, bending and filing, in fact remains a The new solution for adjusting the joint angle that not
violation of the ideal form and symmetry of the frame. only saves time but spares the form and the material
Could there be some solution to the problem? as well.

Three small screw movements are enough to adjust and relock the side piece.
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Loosen the locking screw. Turn the left and right Tighten the locking screw,
eccentric screws and the frame is ready
independently of one to wear.

another — they allow an
adjustment of +7°to —7°
(infinitely variable).
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