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Excerpt

“Bull horns, Great King?” Aeneas, son of Jacob, considered Antiochus” orders in puzzlement. He
had once the honour of viewing his patron’s father as he marched an endless cavalcade of beasts
and men, brazen and battle-born, to victory against his former employer at Lysimachia (281 BCE).
Still half a stadion away, Seleucus was plainly of Heraclean strength and stature - especially so for
a man of seventy years. He was, in truth, not dissimilar to the huge trumpeting war machines
which accompanied him - massive, mighty, and majestic. But Aeneas could not recall ever spying

bull horns erupting from his head.
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(eventually) compose an English epic poem on a key battle from Seleucid history.
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