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Finally, Paul Grimault’s beautiful, poetic and humorous tale about oppression and the struggle for freedom
- the chef d’œuvre of French animation which also influenced Miyazaki - can now be enjoyed by more than a
lucky few. Meticulously restored after a two-year effort, the image and colour quality of the transfer is pure
pleasure to behold. On top of this, Jacques Prévert’s poetic text and the lyrical score by Joseph Kosma (songs)
and Wojciech Kilar (music) are simply unforgettable. The film’s story, based on Hans Christian Andersen’s
fairy-tale The Shepherdess and the Chimney-Sweep is simple, so that perhaps the (unfortunately unavailable)
English subtitles will not really be missed. The set includes a 56-minute documentary on Grimault and his
1988 feature La table tournante (co-dir. Jacques Demy; both in French).

These two definitive editions are a real treat for the viewer and serve as a new benchmark for other DVD
creators.

Figure 1: LE ROI ET L’OISEAU DVD ¶ Animated ¶ Dir. Paul Grimault, France 1979 ¶ PAL, Reg. 2,
in French only ¶ 2-disc Collector’s ed. (EUR 27.39) ¶ Prestige ed. Boxed and numbered, plus a CD with
partial soundtrack, colour booklet and five colour prints (EUR 42.16)
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