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Semih Kaplanoǧlu is today a pillar of the recent revival of Turkish cinema, its ”second wave” as some call
it. Together with Nuri Bılge Ceylan (Distant) and the younger German-Turkish Fatih Akın (Head On),
Kaplanoǧlu has helped to propel the cinema of his country to the forefront of film’s creative ferment.

Kaplanoǧlu’s position has been reinforced by his Yusuf Trilogy (2007-2010), the latest instalment of which,
Honey, was awarded the Golden Bear at the 2010 Berlinale. Even before this, the director was a familiar
face at international festivals - his Yusuf trilogy having garnered over a dozen of festival prizes and awards.

The semi-autobiographical segments, Egg (Yumurta, 2007), Milk (Süt, 2009) and Honey (Bal, 2010) were,
from the perspective of their hero Yusuf, released ”backwards” - the first release, Egg, portrayed Yusuf in
his thirties, Milk, when he was a teenager and in the most recent, Honey, as a small boy. In Honey, the
director employs a realistic, restrained, almost minimalist style with limited dialogue, entirely abstaining
from non-diegetic music, dramatics and sentimentality. Instead, viewers are treated to honest cinema filled
with beautifully framed, lyrical imagery - as in the boy’s attempts to catch the full moon dancing in a pail
of water. Without doubt, this DVD set is a triple treat for any film lover.
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Figure 1: Egg (Yumurta, 2007), Milk (Süt, 2009) and Honey (Bal, 2010), directed by Semih Kaplanoǧlu,
Turkey. Colour, widescreen, English subtitles, PAL Region 2. Supplement disc (in Turkish only). Production:
Kaplan Film. List price: approx. USD 60.00.
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